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The “climate summit” in Co-
penhagen is a farce. Hund-
reds of leaders of the states 

of the world and the UN, hundreds 
of experts and NGOs, hundreds of 
lobbyists from the large multi-na-
tionals will gather for two weeks 
of negotiations and lobbying. But, 
even before the end of the meeting, 
it is already clear that the result 
will be pathetic, nothing meaning-
ful will come out.

And why should anyone be surpri-
sed? Why should anybody wonder, 
that a meeting of those politicians 
and heads of state, the “guests” and 
observers from the very same big 
business whose system and politics 
caused and worsened the situation, 
will not be able to agree on mea-
sures which could really cut CO2 
omissions substantially in the next 
period?

Even if the summit agrees on a “fi-
nal declaration”, it will be a poli-
tical smokescreen; it will even fall 
short of the feeble pledges of the so-
called Kyoto protocol.

The only “real” change after Kyoto, 
and decades after global warming 
became a recognised threat, is that 
the governments of all countries, 
including the US, now accept that 
global warming  as a result of hu-
man activity is a reality. What an 
achievement! What a “commit-
ment”!

Why will the summit be a farce?
Of course, it is easy to predict 
that nothing will emerge that will 
be adequate to counter climate 
change. It is even easier to predict 
that less – if that is possible – will 
come out to help the people of those 
countries in Africa or Oceania most 
affected by the existing results of 
climate change like the expansion 
of deserts, the destruction of agri-
cultural land or the devastation of 
whole islands and coastal areas.

However, it is more important to 
understand why the summits lead 
to nothing, why they are threate-
ned with “break-down” if any se-
rious demand is raised on the US, 
the EU or China, for example. Why 
– apart from a few symbolic bread-
crumbs - nothing is done to assist 
those countries most affected (and 
least responsible!) for climate chan-
ge?

The reason is simple and it has a 
name: it is capitalism. In this sys-
tem production is geared to pro-
duce more and more profit. Over 
centuries this has resulted in the 
creation of large, monopolistic mul-
tinational companies and huge, 
imperialist states ruling the world. 
They rule it to make more profit, to 
increase their wealth, that is, the 
obscene riches of a small class of in-
dustrialists, commercial companies 
and financiers.

For them, the environment is simp-
ly a “cost factor” – as are the wor-
kers who are exploited in order to 
produce the enormous profits that 
the large corporations earn.

Such a system can never be “envi-
ronmentally friendly” and lasting. 
Ever sharper competition between 
the large capitalists leads to ever 

more rapid cuts in costs, increa-
sing the exploitation, the humilia-
tion and in more and more parts 
of the world, the immiseration of 
the workers. And it also leads to a 
continued destruction of the envi-
ronment with unforeseeable conse-
quences.

For generations and decades, all 
the large oil, chemical, steel and car 
producers and “their” governments 
blocked any recognition of the pro-
blem, let alone measures to combat 
it. Today, the very same companies 
present themselves as “environme-
ntal champions” or even as spon-
sors of the summit. They now pre-
sent themselves as “green”. Again 
a farce, when companies like BMW 
or Mercedes use the COP 15 to pro-
mote their newest “green” cars!

It shows the whole cul-de-sac to 
which the summit is leading. Ins-
tead of a move towards a planned 
and integrated public transport 
system to replace the individual 
transport system, the world is of-
fered a joke, which could never be 
generalised around the globe, if 
the environment and our cities and 
countryside are not to become a dai-
ly horror show. Everybody knows 
that it is completely impossible to 
ensure mobility and transport with 
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reasonable comfort for the world’s 
population via individual cars. But 
it would be, and it is, possible via 
a massive investment and impro-
vement in public transport. What 
is needed is not shows by the car 
companies, but the expropriation 
of the large car, truck, plane, steel, 
energy producers and their natio-
nalisation under workers’ control. 
It would require a plan, controlled 
by the workers and consumers.

It is such measures that are requi-
red to re-organise the economies 
of the world in order to reorganise 
production and exchange. For such 
measures, the means of produc-
tion, the wealth of this planet have 
to be taken out of the hands of the 
rich and be controlled by those who 
work in the companies and on the 
land.

The market system, on the other 
hand, is incapable of establishing 
a sustainable system of production 
that serves human needs and takes 
measures to ensure a human envi-
ronment for the next generations.

Is any result better than no-
thing?
Many activists in Copenhagen and 
throughout the world have seen 
through this farce. They want to 
blockade the summit, occupy the 
city. They want to make clear that 
the rulers of the world must not 
get away with another pathetic 
charade! Indeed, there are a thou-
sand reasons to block the farce in 
Copenhagen. If those who run the 
summit, if the multinationals and 
the imperialist states continue to 
dominate the world, summits like 
Copenhagen will not only be a farce 
but will lead to a tragedy.

But there is another wing in the en-
vironmental movement that rejects 
this. The large, business-like NGOs 
like Greenpeace, Attac, the refor-
mist and established Green par-

ties argue that “any result is bet-
ter than nothing”, since it would at 
least be a “start”. A start to what? 
To a lottery for the lifeboats on the 
Titanic? A start to another “pro-
cess” of  “non-commitments”? Oth-
ers, like the deputies of the German 
Linkspartei, argue that one must 
not disrupt the summit, since it is 
held by the UN and is, “therefore” 
(!) not “just” a meeting dominated 
by the rich countries of the North, 
unlike, for example, the WTO.

And if Barack Obama now an-
nounces that he will participate 
in Copenhagen, that he “wants so-
mething” and that the US might 
adopt a law to reduce CO2 emis-
sions, they praise this as though it 
was manna from heaven.

Finally, a number of reformists, 
Keynesians and even advisors to 
imperialist governments argue that 
Copenhagen and the whole climate 
“challenge” could also be a “chance” 
to move to a more environmentally 
friendly, “green” capitalism. This 
is one of the worst lies, to fool the 
workers and the poor of this world. 
The current historic crisis of the 
capitalist system in which we live 
can only be solved via destruction 
of “excess” capital, mass lay offs, 
increased exploitation and poverty. 
It can only be solved on the basis 
of sharpened conflicts between the 
super-rich themselves, through a 
redivision of the world between the 
large companies and powers of the 
world like the US, the EU, China, 
Russia etc.

The capitalists try to “solve” the 
crisis of their system by making 
us, the workers, the youth, the 
peasants and poor of the global 
South pay for it. This will lead to 
more environmental destruction, 
not less. It will not lead to a capita-
lism that takes into account “other” 
imperatives than profit, but one 
that will be even more ruthless and 

destructive than today.

Working class action needed
The more radical campaign “Clima-
te Justice Action“ (CJA) is right in 
opposing the Copenhagen farce out-
right. It correctly rejects and ridicu-
les the reformist and NGO “hopes“ 
for the summit. They correctly re-
ject lobbying the climate criminals 
as a cul-de-sac, which has never 
led to any improvements and never 
will. They rightly denounce capita-
lism as the source of the problem.

But they do not have a clear under-
standing of who can overthrow it 
and which system to replace it with.

As revolutionaries we state clearly: 
it is the working class of this world 
who are the only social force capa-
ble of stopping the capitalist pol-
luters. They alone are able to bring 
the capitalist system to a real halt 
via internationally co-ordinated ac-
tion.

They must and can ally with all tho-
se classes, social forces like hund-
reds of millions of peasants who are 
also hit by the environmental and 
economic crisis of the system.

Such a force can and will fight to 
take the land, industry and banks 
under its control. It has to overth-
row the power of the ruling classes, 
establish the rule of the working 
class and replace the bureaucra-
tic state apparatus and repressive 
machine by councils of the workers 
and peasants. Only on such a basis 
can the system be reorganised as a 
whole. Only on such a basis can a 
plan to reorganise the economy and 
social life be established democra-
tically to meet the needs of huma-
nity, not the greed of the rich.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or 
made “green”. It needs to be overth-
rown – via a global socialist revolu-
tion!
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